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More Aid to Nicaraguan Rebels Backed 


Specialty Tbt New YoritTim** 

WASHINGTON, Sept. 2D — The Rea- 
gan Administration told the Senate In- 
telligence Committee today that it 
planned to continue covert military aid 
to the Nicaraguan insurgents until the 
Sandinista Government .stopped giving 
military support to the rebels in El Sal- 
vador, according to participants in the 
meeting. r *- 

William J. Casey, IHrector of Central 
Intelligence, and Secretary of State 
George P. Shultz met lor -several hours 
.behind closed doors with the commit- 
tee, which is headed by Senator Barry 
Goldwater," Republican of Arizona. 
Senator Goldwater had requested a re- 
port on plans f or the fiscal year that be- 
gins on Oct. L 

The Administration is obliged -to re- 


\ An Administration official said thatfAtaitoisti^an-s actions to Central j 
the program outlined by Mr. Casey and ' America. The chief critic of the Admin- 
Mr Shulte went beyond the scope of the; Oration on the committee is Senator 
current program. He said it was not , J«eph R«»en. Democrat of Dela- , 
limited to interdicting arms, but was j _ 

more broadly stated in general support Acaffdtog to participa nts to the ses- 

of the Nicaraguan rebel "We were al- ! 
ways being questioned,” an official . 

said, "on whether we were going be- t b* t ft wo uld be to the national 

yond ourprogram of interdicting arms. ’ security totereat to continue a ^para- 


Now we say, 'Yes, we are supporting 
the rebels until the Nicaraguans stop 
their subversion in neighboring coun- 
tries”^: : ;r : ‘ . v 

* -at was a Very positive statement/’ 
the official said, adding that *T wished j 
the press would have been able to tear 
it. - V s' * ™ 1 

Honduras and Costa Rtea l ac fa ded \ 
One participant said that the covert 


■military program directed against the 
Sandinistas. 


port tothetoiteUigrac^' cammineesof ?■* was to betted, not only tmffltoe , 
both houses on the goals and objectives ! Sandimstas ^?PPed ' 

of any coven activity. The committee i genm in El Salvador, but m Honduras 
had declared in May that it would cut ; ^ Costa Rica as well, 
off the aid in the absence of a new re- The Administration official stressed 
port by Sept. 30. •- - | that this approa^sbc^^ 


Most of the committee members 
were reportedly satisfied by .the lim- 
ited nature of the Nicaraguan pro- 
gram. Some had been concerned be- 
cause Mr. Casey had reportedly sug- 
gested before the Congressional recess 
last month . that the Administration 
might decide to back the Nicaraguan 
“co n tras/ 1 as the insurgents are 
known, with the aim of overthrowing 
the Managua Government, which is 
supported by Cuba and other Commu- 
nist states. . 

♦Very Impressed With Shultz* 

“The members were very impressed 
with Shultz/’ one participant said. 
“They thought the plan was much 
more sensible than in the past. It 
looked as if it had -some coherence and 


ttenb otffcr whether The Admliftstratioo 
was violating its pledge by doing more 
than Jost stopping the arms How. The 
official also said that there was no 
thought of the Administration backing , 
the insurgents in trying to overthrow 
the Sandinista Government. 

The House earlier this year passed a 
bill witring off all covert aid to the 
Nicaraguan insurgents for the 1983 fis- 
cal year, but it stood little ch a n ce of 
passage by the Senate. In the absence 
! of action by both houses to cut off the 
aid, it continued. Today’s committee 
meeting seemed to clear the way for 
Senate approval for the 1984 fiscal 
year, which begins Oct. 1. The House 
will have to decide whether it wants to ! 
vote ** g»in to cut off covert aid in the 
next fiscal year. 

The Senate Intelligence Committee 

of the j 


practicality, 

President Reagan had said publicly ^ £enera u y been supportive 
that the United States had no intention 
of overthrowing the Sandinista Govern- 
ment. A dminis tration officials had said 
that the $19 milli on which had been ap- 
propriated in the current fiscal year for 
covert aid was only meant to prevent 
arms from Nicaragua from going to 
the insurgents in El Salvador. :;u i 
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